
 

 a 

 

 
 
 

 

      

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church News 
St Peter & St Paul 
Cranfield 5th April 2020 

  OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
“We are a community church, bringing the good 

news of Jesus Christ and serving this community in 
His love.” 

  
   

Palm Sunday 
Bible reading 

Matthew 21 v1-11  

 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

who in your tender love towards the human race  

sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 

to take upon him our flesh 

and to suffer death upon the cross: 

grant that we may follow the example of his 

patience and humility, 

and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.       

+ + + + + + + + 
 

Good Friday 
Bible Reading 

John 18 1-end of 19 

 

Christ humbled himself for us, and in obedience 

accepted death, even death on a cross 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-Africa Ministry (MAM) 

Part of the Church Mission Society (CMS) 

 

Easter Sunday 

Bible Reading 

Matthew 28 1-10 

 

 
 

Lord of all life and power; 

who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 
overcame the old order of sin and death 

to make all things new in him: 

grant that we, being dead to sin 
and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 

may reign with him in glory: 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
be praise and honour, glory and might, 

now and in eternity. 
 

    ___________________________________ 

 
Our palm crosses are made in the diocese of Masasi in   

Tanzania. The African Palms project was started in 1965  
by Fr. Alan Talbot, an Anglican priest who served for 6 

years as a missionary in that Diocese. His aim was to give 

really poor villagers the means to earn some extra money 
to supplement their meagre income. The Palm Crosses are 

made from dried branches of the dwarf palm Hyphaena 
coriacia. These grow wild in the Masasi area, so are not 

cultivated or chemically treated, furthermore no trees are 

cut down in the work of collecting the Palm Leaves for 
plaiting the Palm Crosses. The work of making the Palm 

Crosses does not interfere with the villagers’ normal work 

of producing the food they need to live, it provides some 
additional income. A charitable trust coordinates and 

supplies the Palm Crosses. The profit made by the trust is 
currently used on a project to get clean water supplies 

available in all eight of the villages where the Palm Crosses 

are made.             
 

 
A message from the Bishop of St Albans 

We are in a time of great fearfulness. The numbers of those 

becoming seriously ill and dying is increasing. It therefore 
remains very important that our churches remain closed 

for public worship and private prayer. The Church of 

England is called to model the very best practice. We must 
lead by example, staying at home and demonstrating 

solidarity with the rest of the country at this testing time. 
Therefore, for a season, the centre for the liturgical life of 

the church must be the home, not the church building. It 

is hugely encouraging to hear stories of how our prayers 
and loving actions are blessing our communities and 

reaching out beyond our usual congregations. Similarly, it 
is wonderful to hear stories of innovative pastoral practice 

and spiritual care being undertaken in new ways. Thank 

you for this and be assured of my prayers for you all. 
 

Stay at home and stay safe and  
“Cast all your anxiety on him  

because he cares for you” 
1 Peter 5:7 
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